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Strongly influenced the 
work of UN Agencies 
such as FAO

Emphasized control of 
deforestation

The FAO Forest 
Harvesting Branch 
started a program on 
“Environmentally 
Sound Forest 
Harvesting in Tropical 
Forests” in 1991

Over time, 
“Environmentally 
Sound Harvesting” has 
evolved into “Reduced-
Impact Logging”



Tropical Forests

High volumes per hectare of 
commercial trees (200-500 m3/ha)

Low volumes per hectare of 
commercial trees (1-100 m3)

Many stems per hectare of 
commercial species (200-300)

Few stems per hectare of 
commercial species (0.1-20)

Few tree species per hectareMany tree species per hectare

Temperate Forestsvs.
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Specification of RIL as a 
requirement for forest 
certification

Mention of RIL by the 
Director-General of FAO 
in his declaration at 
WSSD in Johannesburg, 
1992
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“reduced impact logging”

14,300
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regional and national 
codes of forest 
harvesting practice

Long-term, consistent 
support by FAO, 
including publication 
and promotion of a 
“Model Code of Forest 
Harvesting Practice” in 
four languages; 
support for 
development of 
regional and national 
codes of forest 
harvesting practice



What is Driving Adoption of RIL?What is Driving Adoption of RIL?

Complementary efforts by FAO, ITTO, ILO, World Bank

Efforts by regional organizations such as the Asia-
Pacific Forestry Commission

Work by international research institutions such as 
CIFOR, CIRAD-Forêt, Tropenbos, and many national 
research agencies and universities

Development of practical training, especially by TFF

Implementation of RIL projects by donor agencies

Active promotion by international environmental NGOs

Acceptance by influential industry associations

Support by governments with large endowments of 
tropical forest
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The success of RIL cannot be attributed to any individual 
person or organization

Factors that have been especially important in facilitating 
the adoption of RIL:

Champions representing a wide range of viewpoints

Strong policy-level support from international 
agencies and environmental NGOs

Acceptance of RIL as essential for forest certification

Development of effective, low-cost training programs

Lack of significant controversy
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